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Field Implementation

Implementation of Biomass Harvesting Guidelines

FIELD IMPLEMENTATION

DNR Staff Contact:  

Bob Mather, Bureau of Forest Management Director – 608 266-1727
Element Background

The BHGs may impact field implementation of forest products harvesting operations in two specific ways. The first is the proposed time table of when and how BHGs apply to specific forest ownership(s).  The second impact involves the need to develop actual field implementation tools which can be used by foresters, loggers and landowners to measure if the BHGs are being applied according to the specific site prescription.
Feasible Options with Existing Resources:
1. 
With existing staff resources, WDNR staff could facilitate the following time table for implementation on various forest ownerships. 

· DNR State Owned Lands: New timber sales sold starting in the fall 2009.

· County Forest Lands: New timber sales sold starting in the spring 2010.
· Private Managed Forest Law: New cutting notices approved starting in the summer 2010. 

· Private Forests – non tax law: Guidelines are available for all landowners and can be used at their discretion.  

The implementation prior to 2011 on state, county and MFL lands would depend on if the harvesting of fine woody material is consistent with the landowner’s objectives. If consistent, harvest prescriptive and specifications would be written consistent with the BHGs. For all of these ownerships the harvest prescription, including fine woody material, would first be developed and/or approved. Administering the timber sale would include checking the site to determine if the prescription was being implemented.  Until early 2012, any enforcement action would be limited to education/warnings based on a visual inspection of the logger’s harvest operations.

Options Contingent on Additional Funding or Partner Involvement/Contribution:

1. The reallocation of existing and additional resources would have little impact on the proposed time table for the various forest ownerships since this level of implementation is based on providing training to staff and other partners. It is possible to move the private MFL up to 2010 if additional training opportunities were provided to loggers, cooperating foresters and landowners.
2. 
Foster local research to develop and field test measurement tools which can easily determine the relative amount of fine woody material (FWM) on a site i.e. visual reference cards, transects, plots. The estimated time frame to develop and field test such tools are described in the training paper. Roll out date would be 2011. 

Recommended Option: 

